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Courts of Law, and will meet you upon the Border, at
whatever side you enter."

The business part of these letters refers to Scott's
brother Daniel, who, as he expresses it, "having been
bred to the mercantile line, had been obliged by some
untoward circumstances, particularly an imprudent con-
nection with an artful woman, to leave Edinburgh for
Liverpool, and now to be casting his eyes towards Ja-
maica." Scott requests Ellis to help him if he can, by
introducing him to some of his own friends 9r agents in
that island; and Ellis furnishes him accordingly with
letters to Mr. Blackburn, a friend and brother propri-
etor, who appears to have paid Daniel Scott every possi-
ble attention, and soon provided him with suitable em-
ployment on a healthy part of his estates. But the same
low tastes and habits which had reduced the unfortunate
young man to the necessity of expatriating himself, re-
curred after a brief season of penitence and order, and
continued until he had accumulated great affliction upon
all his family.

On the 10th of June, 1804, died, at his seat of Rose-
bank, Captain Eobert Scott, the affectionate uncle whose
name has often occurred in this narrative.1 "He was,"
says his nephew to Ellis, on the 18th, "a man of univer-
sal benevolence and great kindness towards his friends,
and to me individually. His manners were so much
tinged with the habits of celibacy as to render them pecu-
liar, though by no means unpleasingly so, and his profes-
sion (that of a seaman) gave a high coloring to the whole.
The loss is one which, though the course of nature led
me to expect it, did not take place at last without con-
siderable pain to my feelings. The arrangement of his
affairs, and the distribution of his small fortune among

1 In the obituary of the Scots Magazine for this month I find: " Uni-
versally regretted, Captain Rohert Scott of Kosehank, a gentleman whose
life afforded an uniform example of unostentatious charity and extensive
benevolence."z
